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gal Briefs

A LEGAL NEWSLETTER FOR
FRIENDS AND FAMILY

WINTER ACTIVITIES AND INSURANCE COVERAGE

With winter rapidly approaching, many will be
enjoying some the best that our area offers:
skiing, snowboarding, winter cycling or shopping for
the holidays. Others may choose to travel to dryer,
warmer areas, and may rent a car while on vacation.
Whatever your choice, chances are you might not give
much thought to your insurance. Here are a few tips
about common injury-causing events during the winter,
and some general legal principles if you do have the
misfortune of an injury.

Skiing and Snowboarding

Popular sports in the winter are skiing and
snowboarding. A ski resort only owes a duty to its
patrons, known as “business invitees,” to provide a
reasonably safe facility, and to avoid enhancing risks.
Thus, any liability for injuries attributable to the
facility will depend on the place, circumstances and
conditions that existed when the injury occurred. While
on the slopes, Washington law holds that “a person
shall be the sole judge of his or her ability to negotiate
any trail, run or uphill track and no action shall be
maintained against the operator by reason of the
condition of the track, trail or run.”

Commonly, injuries occur on the slopes when skiers
and snowboarders collide. A skier or snowboarder may
be held liable for another’s injuries if their actions

are deemed negligent or reckless. However, skiers

and snowboarders are, under the law, deemed to have
assumed all risks inherent in the sport.

Icy Sidewalks
Icy sidewalks can often be a hidden hazard in winter.

Although Washington law imposes a duty to use
reasonable care when walking in hazardous conditions,
a premises owner is not completely absolved from
responsibility just because ice or snow caused someone
to fall. An owner can be held liable for injuries to
another if the owner knew or reasonably should have
known of the dangerous condition, & then did nothing
to remedy the condition or warn about it.

Bicycling

The Northwest is known for its avid cycling community.
There are many who will not let a little rain stop them
from bicycle commuting or their cycling training. Of
course, winter riding is much more dangerous because
the days are shorter, which limits visibility, especially

during a rain storm. When riding at night, a cyclist
must have a white front light visible for 500 feet, and
a red rear reflector. It is also a good idea to have a red
rear light on the bike.

A bicyclist has the same rights and responsibilities of a
motor vehicle driver on the roadway. However, a cyclist
necessarily has to take greater care for his/her safety
because, whether right or wrong, a collision with an
automobile can be devastating. Regardless of fault, any
PIP coverage under the vehicle’s insurance is available
to the cyclist for medical expenses and income loss.
Under Washington law, minimum PIP coverage is
$10,000 for medical expenses and $10,000 for income loss.

Rental Vehicles

Motor vehicle accidents involving rental cars can

pose tricky legal issues, whether driving a rental or
involved in a collision with one. Because of complicated
insurance coverage issues, prompt consultation with a
personal injury attorney is a must.

All rental car companies offer optional liability
coverage. Most people reject this coverage simply
because they believe that their own coverage will
apply, or they think that the credit card with which
they pay for the rental provides automatic coverage.
Unfortunately, most do not find out until after an
accident that they do not have coverage under either
circumstance.

When renting a vehicle, carefully consider the coverage
that is offered by the rental agency. Check with your
own insurance company and/or credit card company
about their policies and coverages on rental vehicles.
Always make sure that you have adequate insurance
coverage to protect you and your passengers in the
event of an accident. Coverages should include liability,
underinsured motorist and personal injury protection.

It is Graham Lundberg & Peschel’s wish for you to
remain healthy, active and protected during this winter
season. Pay attention to your surroundings, carefully
review any “release” documents you may be asked to
sign before participating in an activity, understand and
have in place appropriate insurance coverages and, if
you are injured, make notes about the circumstances.
One of our attorneys will advise whether you have

a liability claim against another to compensate

you for your damages. Give us a call - - - the initial
consultation is free and we are here to help!

See page 2

Visit our Web site at www.glpattorneys.com
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