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SECURE YOUR LOAD - ITS THE LAW

By Lorna Holland

More than likely, if you’ve driven on  
Washington State roads, you’ve experienced 
at least a little debris flying at you from a car 
or a truck.  For the most part you slow down, 
or maybe swerve a bit.  Even a slight reac-
tive swerve could cause an accident, but in 
some cases, such as the recent incident on I-5 
involving an unsecured load, a chain-reaction 
collision occurred, resulting in a man’s death.  

The 21 year old diver of the pickup, whose 
allegedly unsecured load caused the crash, 
could be the first person to be charged under 
the state’s year-old “Maria’s Law.”

The law is named for Maria Federici; a wom-
an blinded and permanently disfigured when 
a piece of particleboard flew off a trailer,  
impaling her windshield.  “Maria’s Law,” 
which took effect in July 2005, makes it a 
gross misdemeanor if an unsecured load 
causes an injury or death, and carries a maxi-
mum penalty of one year in jail and a $5,000 
fine. 

In June 2006, a second, related law went into 
effect, making failure to secure a load a crimi-
nal act if it results in death or injury. Some 
communities may also have local ordinances 

that go beyond state law and require loads to 
be covered.  Check with your local authorities 
to find out if you are in compliance, and keep 
these tips in mind:

ÿ	 Tie Down the large items directly to your	
	 vehicle with rope, straps, bungees,  
	 or netting.

ÿ	 Lighter items belong at the bottom of  
	 your load.

 
ÿ	Don’t overload your truck bed or trailer,  
	 unless tied down, netted, or strapped  
	 securely.

ÿ	 Always double-check your load.

ÿ	 Consider covering the load with sturdy 
	 plastic or a tarp.  

Taking the extra time to secure your load is 
worth your peace of mind, and may save a 
life. 

Associate Attorney Spotlight

Jason Epstein has been dedicated to represent-
ing injured people since beginning his legal 
career. A Seattle native, Mr. Epstein received 

his undergraduate degree in Philosophy from the 
University of Southern California in 1995, and his 
Juris Doctor from Pepperdine University in 2001.
After graduating from Pepperdine, Mr. Epstein 
moved back to the Seattle area and opened his 

own law firm focusing on protecting the rights of 
the injured. Mr. Epstein next took a position as an 
associate attorney with a Puget Sound law firm 
where he represented seriously injured people 
and victims of catastrophic medical malpractice, 
including a failure to diagnose a sub-arachnoid 
hemmorhage which resulted in a settlement for 
over $2.5 million.  Mr. Epstein next joined another 
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Graham Lundberg & Peschel – Attorneys 
at Law, since 1979, have offices through-
out Western Washington including Seat-
tle, Tacoma and Port Orchard. For a loca-
tion near you, visit our Web site at www.
glpattorneys.com. We handle all types 
of personal injury cases including motor 
vehicle accidents, slip & falls, product li-
ability injuries and wrongful death.
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Puget Sound personal injury law firm 
where his focus remained helping the 
injured achieve full recoveries, includ-
ing a $1.06 million settlement for a 
surveyor who was struck when another 
driver passed out at the wheel.  In April 
of 2006, Mr. Epstein joined Graham 
Lundberg & Peschel where he con-
tinues his work of holding insurance 
companies accountable by representing 
injured people.Mr. Epstein is a member 
of the American Bar Association, the 
Washington Bar Association, the Unit-
ed States District Court for the West-

ern District of Washington, the Ameri-
can Trial Lawyers Association, and the 
Washington State Trial Lawyers Asso-
ciation. Mr. Epstein has also completed 
a certificate in Alternative Dispute 
Resolution from Pepperdine University 
and the Trial Advocacy Skills program 
through the National Institute of Trial 
Advocacy.Mr. Epstein lives on the East-
side of Lake Washington with his wife 
and son. In his spare time, Mr. Epstein 
enjoys spending time with his family, 
playing golf, exercising regularly, and 
taking in the great outdoors.

In the North Sound area call (800) 422-4610 for your complimentary copy.  

Attorneys
John M. Graham
Scott F. Lundberg
Brian J. Peschel
Kenneth B. Golden
Cydney Campbell Webster
John D. Webber
Sean A. Ayres
Jason G. Epstein
Tara L. Eubanks
Jin K. Lien
Carrie D. Umland
Rodney G. Zerr

Paralegals
Patricia Clanton
Patti Cryder
Alexandra Filutowski
Leslie Gesterling
Patricia Green
Judy Hanson Earle
Lorna Holland
Maya Jenkins
Danielle Pugliesi
Grace Stephens
Heather Webb

Administration
Annie Adamson
Anne Bowers

Phil Chin
Melissa Clune
Trish Driver
Teresa Garcia
Lynne Golden
Aleena Hodges
Jessica Holman
Heather Kelly
Kevan Keshvadian
Ann Maki
Lindsey Martin
Becky Moilanen
Martha McDonald
Charles Quackenbush
Melanie Shotts
Julia Tyabij



We are in your 
neighborhood!

Page 2	 We Provide the Highest Level of Service 	 ◆

Graham Lundberg & Peschel’s Legal Briefs Newsletter | Fall Edition 2006

Graham Lundberg & Peschel – Attorneys 
at Law, since 1979, have offices through-
out Western Washington including Seat-
tle, Tacoma and Port Orchard. For a loca-
tion near you, visit our Web site at www.
glpattorneys.com. We handle all types 
of personal injury cases including motor 
vehicle accidents, slip & falls, product li-
ability injuries and wrongful death.

Auburn . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  253-931-	1111
Bellevue . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  425-827-	1111
Burien . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  206-241-	1708
Everett . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  425-252-	1111
Federal Way . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  253-946-	1111
Gig Harbor . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  253-853-	5005
Lacey . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  360-786-	1717
Lakewood . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  253-274-	1111
Lynnwood . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  425-775-	1111
Marysville . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  360-658-	1111
Port Orchard . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  360-876-	5005
Puyallup . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  253-845-	1112
Renton . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  425-235-	1111
Seattle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 206-448-	1992
Silverdale . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  360-876-5005
Tacoma . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  253-627-	7701

Or Call Toll Free North Puget 
Sound area including King and  

Snohomish Counties:
800-422-4610 

South Puget Sound area including 
Pierce, Kitsap, Thurston and  

Mason Counties:
800-273-5005

We are a team of legal professionals working 
together to advocate for the injured while 
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Puget Sound personal injury law firm 
where his focus remained helping the 
injured achieve full recoveries, includ-
ing a $1.06 million settlement for a 
surveyor who was struck when another 
driver passed out at the wheel.  In April 
of 2006, Mr. Epstein joined Graham 
Lundberg & Peschel where he con-
tinues his work of holding insurance 
companies accountable by representing 
injured people.Mr. Epstein is a member 
of the American Bar Association, the 
Washington Bar Association, the Unit-
ed States District Court for the West-

ern District of Washington, the Ameri-
can Trial Lawyers Association, and the 
Washington State Trial Lawyers Asso-
ciation. Mr. Epstein has also completed 
a certificate in Alternative Dispute 
Resolution from Pepperdine University 
and the Trial Advocacy Skills program 
through the National Institute of Trial 
Advocacy.Mr. Epstein lives on the East-
side of Lake Washington with his wife 
and son. In his spare time, Mr. Epstein 
enjoys spending time with his family, 
playing golf, exercising regularly, and 
taking in the great outdoors.


